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when a bnlliant start had been nade. they saw their
hopes dashed to the ground. An cSer*5ive was still
possible, but it could not be the offensive planned.
The time-schedule was fatally dislocated.

For a fortnight we held our hand. To advance
was a stark impossibility till the countryside was a
little drier, for though we had won positions on the
heights, our communications ran through the spongy
Salient. In the middle of the month there was a
short break in the storms, and Haig took advantage
of it for a new attack. He began by a highly suc-
cessful subsidiary action in the south, designed to
threaten an important position of the enemy, and
prevent him massing all Ms strength before the
Salient. Next day, the 16th, saw the second stage
of the Ypres struggle. The Fifth Army was directed
against the German third position, tie Gheluvelt-
Langemarck line, which ran from the Menin road
along the second of the tiers of ridges which rimmed
the Salient on the east. The attack took place at
dawn, 4.45 a.m., and on the Allies' left and left centre
had an immediate success. But north and north-east
of St. Julien, and between the Wielt je-Passchendaele
and the Ypres-Zonnebeke roads, it came up against
the full strength of the " pill-boxes." A number fell
to us, and all day we struggled on in the mud, losing
heavily from the concealed machine-gun fire. In
some places our men reached their final objectives,
but they could not abide in them. Enemy counter-
attacks later in the morning forced us back, and at
the close of the day we were little beyond our
starting-point. On the British right the fighting
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